PCT/SG00/00143 



TENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 

CP2/5C24 I 

Arlington, VA 22202 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
06 June 2001 (06.06.01) 




International application No. 
PCT/SG00/00143 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
1126.P001PCT 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 September 2000 (12.09.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

15 September 1999 (15.09.99) 


Applicant 

FONG, Fatt, Chee 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 
05 April 2001 (05.04.01) 



| [ in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



The election 



□ 



was 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Zakaria EL KHODARY 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



SG0000143 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



recd 2 8 MAR 2C02 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT. 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant s or agent s file reference 

1126.P001PCT 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/41 6) 



International application No. 

PCT/SG 00/00143 



International filing date (day/month/year) 

12 September 2000 
(12.09.2000) 



Priori ty Date (day/ month » year) 

15 September 1999 (15.09.1999) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

IPC 7 : G06F 17/60 



JUL 1 6 20$ 



Applicant 

FIRST CUBE PTE LTD. et al. 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examination Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the opinion 



II. 


□ 


III. 


□ 


IV. 


□ 


V. 


El 


VI. 


□ 


VII. 


□ 


VIII. 


□ 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2{a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 

05.04.2001 


Date of completion of this report 

28 February 2002 (28.02.2002) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AT 
Austrian Patent Office 
Kohlmarkt 8-10 
A-1014 Vienna 
Facsimile No. 1/53424/200 


Authorized officer ! 

FASTENBAUER 

Telephone No. 1/53424/447 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 

International application No. 
IM ERN \ f IO!N \L PRif LFM5N %R\ EXAMIN \TION RF PORT PCT/SG 00/00143 



h Basis of the report 
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This written opinion is based on the claims 1-14 filed with the letter of 21 .2.2002. 

The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 

Dl: DE 29807184 Ul 
D2: DE 4130033 Al 

Industrial applicability is given. 

The amended and new claims filed with the letter of 21 .2.2002 contain some features which were 
not contained in the originally claims 1 -9. 

In the letter of 2 1 .2.2002 the applicant mentions that ... the two cited prior art ... do not have the 
provisions to allow the customer to return goods to a vendor... However Document Dl, DE 298 
07 184 UL shows an electronic service box enabling the customer e.g. to place his laundry in the 
box section for laundry (11). This laundry is picked up by the laundry service. This corresponds to 
what is described on page 12 of the present application. 

Hence D 1 shows a system adapted to send goods from the customer to a service/vendor. To adapt 
this feature of Dl to also "return goods" to a vendor seems obvious for a person skilled in the art. 
thus Dl also facilitates two-way transactions between the customer and the vendor or a delivery 
agent/person. So. the features of the newly filed claim 1 are known or suggested by the documents 
cited in the search report. 

Furthermore the new feature of the amended claim 1 "wherein said system controller is adapted to 
facilitate leasing of said locker units by registered parties for delivery or pickup of good, said 
registered parties including a customer, a vendor and a delivery agent " is not drafted in "terms of 
the technical features of the invention" (Rule 6.3(a)), but only contains features relating to 
commercial and non-technical matters. The formulation "is adapted to" does not fulfil the 
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requirement for a claim of being '"clear and concise'* (Article 6) as it only says what goal should 
be achieved, and not how it is achieved. 

In the case it would be obvious for a person skilled in the art to achieve the goal "is adapted to" 
the claim would present a lack of inventive step; in the case it would not be obvious for a person 
skilled in the art how to reach this goal, the claim would not be "clear and concise". 

Hence, all the features of new claim 1 of the present application are known or suggested by the 
above documents. 

The features claimed in dependent claims 2-5, and the claims 6-14 involve an inventive step. 
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CLAIMS 

I Claim: 

1 . A system for facilitating a delivery and pickup of goods comprising: 
a plurality of locker modules, each of said locker modules having a 
plurality of locker units, a locker controller, a user interfacing device, a user- 
identifying device, and a remote receiving and transmitting device; 

a system controller having an application server, a database server, 
and a remote receiving and transmitting device for communicating with said 
remote receiving and transmitting device of said locker modules; 

a customer's PC terminal communicably connected to said system 
controller; 

a vendor's PC terminal communicably connected to said system 
controller; and 

a delivery agent's PC terminal communicably connected to said 
system controller;. 

wherein said system controller is adapted to facilitate leasing of said 
locker units by registered parties for delivery or pickup of a good, said 
registered parties including a customer, a vendor and a delivery agent. 

2. The system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said system controller is 
further adapted to provide login identification to each of said registered 
parties based upon particulars received from said registered parties, said 
login identification being associated with a smart card and a pin number of 
each of said registered parties. 
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3. The system as recited in claim 2, wherein said system controller is 
further adapted to provide said pin number and information on said smart 
card to said locker controller for said leasing. 



4. The system as recited in claim 1 . wherein said system controller is 
further adapted to enable said registered parties to obtain status of said 
delivery or said pickup, said status comprising a delivery record of a 
particular delivery person and transaction details. 

5. The system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said system controller is 
further adapted to allow special access to said locker unit by said registered 
parties when a wrong delivery or a wrong item is placed into said locker unit. 

6. A method of making a delivery of a good to a customer using a 
system for facilitating a delivery and pickup of goods comprising, 

a plurality of locker modules, each of said locker modules having a 
plurality of locker units, a locker controller, a user interfacing device, a user- 
identifying device, and a remote receiving and transmitting device; 

a system controller having an application server, a database server, 
and a remote receiving and transmitting device for communicating with said 
remote receiving and transmitting device of said locker modules, wherein 
said system controller is adapted to facilitate leasing of said locker units by 
registered parties for delivery or pick-up of a good, said registered parties 
including a customer, a vendor and aidelivery agent; 
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a customer's PC terminal communicably connected to said system 
controller; 

a vendor's PC terminal communicably connected to said system 
controller; and 

a delivery agent's PC terminal communicably connected to said 
system controller, 

said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by said system controller, a request for use of a locker unit 
for said delivery or said pickup of said good; 

reserving, by said system controller, said locker unit in response to 
said receiving step; and 

notifying, by said system controller, said customer after said delivery 
of said good or of said locker unit for drop off of said good for said pickup. 

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein said notifying step comprises the 
step of notifying said vendor or said delivery agent of said drop off. 

i 

i 
i 

8. The method of Claim 6, and further comprising the step of registering, 
by said system controller, particulars: of said customer, said vendor, said 

i 

delivery agent, and delivery persons prior to said receiving step. 

i 
i 

i 

9. The method of Claim 8, and firther comprising the step of providing, 

by said system controller, login identification to each of said registered 

i 

parties based upon particulars received from said registered parties, said 
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login identification being associated with a smart card and a pin number of 

each of said registered parties. 

1 0. The method of Claim 9, and further comprising the step of providing, 
by said locker controller, said pin number and information on said smart card 
to said locker controller for said leasing. 

11. The method of Claim 6, and further comprising the step of allowing, 
by said system controller, special access to said locker unit by said 
registered parties when a wrong delivery or a wrong item is placed into said 
locker unit. 

12. The method of Claim 6, and further comprising the step of renewing a 
lease period for said locker unit after said lease period runs out. 

13. The method of Claim 6, wherein said method further comprises the 
step of providing a transaction number, by said system controller, to said 
vendor or said delivery agent after said reserving step. 

1 4. The method of Claim 1 3, and further comprising the step of receiving, 
by said system controller, said transaction number and a login identification 
number associated with a delivery person to enable said delivery of said 
good or pickup of said drop off of said good. 
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